WHAT GOD REQUIRES OF US
A HUMBLE SPIRIT
“Lord God, give me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word, those who are weary.  Morning by morning, waken my ear to hear as those who are taught.”
We finished last time by looking at what will cause God to refuse to teach us.  Now, by His grace, we'll look at the heart attitudes he looks for in those he would teach.
In Ps.25:9 our God says he teaches the humble His ways, and to do this he leads them into what’s right.  To understand God's meaning of humility it is necessary to look closely at the life of his only begotten Son.
The scriptures tell us that God, in these last times, has spoken to us by that Son (Heb.l:1-2), and in Matt.11:29, the Son says of himself that he is gentle and lowly in heart.  The scriptures also tell us that this Son, though he was equal with God, didn't count that a thing to be grasped at, but instead, he emptied himself, took human form as a servant and humbled himself, becoming obedient even to death on a cross - a criminal's death.  (Phil.2:5-8)  Yet in the middle of all this he said to his disciples, "You call me Lord and Master, (or Lord and Teacher) and you are right, for so I am." (Jh.13:13)
So it should be clear, when the Lord looks for a humble heart attitude in us, he is not looking for an attitude that knocks or degrades oneself in any way, but rather an attitude of willing, total submission to his will – “Not my will but yours Lord.” (Luk.22:42)  And in the process, losing nothing of the dignity and value which he has given us as sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty  (2Cor.6:18); the dignity and value we have as a direct result of the work of recreation which he’s doing in us, day by day. (2Cor.3:18)
God's view of a humble spirit leaves no room for crawling, weak uncertainty in our approach to Him; but instead a strength, a confidence and bold​ness (not arrogance) which He Himself supplies. (Phil.4:13, Eph.3:10-12, 1Jh.2:28 & 5:14)  

And this attitude rests, not in ourselves (Jh.l5:5), but in His ability to do in us everything His Word says. (Num.23:19)
It must be clearly understood, that the Word of God never encourages an attitude of self-confidence but always one of complete confidence in our God and Father.  (1Jn.2:4-6, Ecc.4:4 & 6, Heb.13:5-6)
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